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FEDERAL REGISTER
Vol. 71, No. 015

Notices

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES (HHS)
Office of the Secretary of Health and Human Services

Annnal Update of the HHS Poverty Guidelines

71 FR 3848

DATE: Tuesday, January 24, 2006

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice provides an update of the HIHS poverty guidelines to account for last calendar year's in-
crease in prices as measured by the Consumer Price Index.

DATES: Effective Date: Date of publication, unless an office administering a program using the guidelines speci-
fies a different effective date for that particular program.

ADDRESSES: Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation, Room 404E, Humphrey Building,
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), Washington, DC 20201.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For information about how the guidelines are used or how in-
come is defined in a particular program, contact the Federal, state, or local office that is responsible for that program.

Contact information for two frequently requested programs is given below:

For information about the Hill-Burton Uncompensated Services Program (free or reduced-fee health care services
at certain hospitals and other facilities for persons meeting eligibility criteria involving the poverty guidelines), contact
the Office of the Director, Division of Facilities Compliance and Recovery, Health Resources and Services Administra-
tion, HHS, Room 10-105, Parklawn Building, 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, Maryland 20857. To speak to a person,
call (301) 443-5656. To receive a Hill-Burton information package, call 1-800-638-0742 (for callers outside Maryland)
or 1-800-492-0359 (for callers in Maryland). You may also visit Atip.//www. frsa. gov/osp/dfzr/. The Division of Facili-
ties Compliance and Recovery notes that as set by 42 CFR 124.505(b), the effective date of this update of the poverty
guidelines for facilities obligated under the Hill-Burton Uncompensated Services Program is sixty days from the date of

this publication.

For information about the percentage multiple of the poverty guidelines to be used on immigration forms such as
USCIS Form 1-864, Affidavit of Support, contact U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services at 1-800-375-5283 or visit

Atip.ffuscis. gov/graphics/howdoi/affsupp. htm.

For information about the number of people in poverty or about the Census Bureau poverty thresholds, visit the
Poverty section of the Census Bureau's Web site at Attp-//www. census. gov/hhesiwww/poverty/poverty html or contact
the Housing and Household Economic Statistics Information Staff at (301) 763-3242.
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For general questions about the poverty guidelines themselves, contact Gordon Fisher, Office of the Assistant Sec-
retary for Planning and Evaluation, Room 404E, Humphrey Building, Department of Health and Human Services,
Washington, DC 20201--telephone: (202) 690-7507--or visit htip://aspe. hhs.govipoverty/,

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section 673(2) of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act (OBRA) of
1981 (42 U.S.C. 9902(2)) requires the Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services to update, at least
annually, the poverty guidelines, which shall be used as an eligibility criterion for the Community Services Block Grant
program. The poverty gnidelines also are used as an eligibility criterion by a number of other Federal programs. The
poverty guidelines issued here are a simplified version of the poversy thresholds that the Census Bureau uses to prepare

its estimates of the number of individuals and families in poverty.

As required by law, this update is accomplished by increasing the latest published Census Bureau poverty thresh-
olds by the relevant percentage change in the Consumer Price Index for Ail Urban Consumers (CPI-U). The cuidelines
in this 2006 notice reflect the 3.4 percent price increase between calendar years 2004 and 2005. After this inflation ad-
Justment, the guidelines are rounded and adjusted to standardize the differences between family sizes. The same calcula-
tion procedure was used this year as in previous years. (Note that these 2006 guidelines are roughly equal to the poverty
thresholds for calendar year 2005 which the Census Bureau expects to publish in final form in August 2006.)

2006 Poverty Guidelines for the 48 Contiguous States
and the District of Columbia

Persons in family unit Poverty
guideline

$ 9,800

13,200

16,600

20,000

23,400

26,800

30,200

33,600

For family units with more than 8 persons, add § 3,400 for each additional person.

OO -~ N Lh I L R —

2006 Poverty Guidelines for Alaska

Persons m family unit Poverty
guideline
512250
16,500
20,750
25,000
28,250
33,500
37,750
42,000

For family units with more than 8 persons, add $ 4,250 for each additional person.

GO =1 Oy L B D R

2006 Poverty Guidelines for Hawaii

Persons in family unit Poverty
guideline
1 511,270
2 15,180
3 19,090
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2006 Poverty Guidelines for Hawaii

Persons in family unit Poverty

guideline
4 23,000
5 26,910
6 30,820
7 34,730
3 38,640

For family units with more than 8 persons, add $ 3,910 for each additional person.

Separate poverty guideline figures for Alaska and Hawaii reflect Office of Economic Opportunity administrative
practice beginning in the 1966-1970 period. (Note that the Census Bureau poverty thresholds--the version of the poverty
measure used for statistical purposes-—-have never had separate figures for Alaska and Hawaii). The poverty guidelines
are not defined for Puerto Rico or other outlying jurisdictions. In cases in which a Federal program using the poverty
guidelines serves any of those jurisdictions, the Federal office that administers the program is responsible for deciding
whether to use the contiguous-states-and-DC guidelines for those jurisdictions or to follow some other procedure.

Due to confusing legislative language dating back to 1972, the poverty guidelines have sometimes been mistakenly
referred to as the "OMB" (Office of Management and Budget) poverty guidelines or poverty line. In fact, OMB has
never issued the guidelines; the guidelines are issued each year by the Department of Health and Human Services. The

poverty guidelines may be formally referenced as "the poverty guidelines updated periodically in the Federal Register
by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services under the authority of 42 I/.S.C. 9902(2)."

Some programs use a percentage multiple of the guidelines (for example, 125 percent or 185 percent of the guide-
lines), as noted in relevant authorizing legislation or program regulations. Non-Federal organizations that use the pov-
erty guidelines under their own authority in non-Federally-funded activities can choose to use a percentage multiple of

the guidelines such as 123 percent or 185 percent.

The poverty guidelines do not make a distinction between farm and non-farm families or between aged and non-
aged units. (Only the Census Bureau poverty thresholds have separate figures for aged and non-aged one-person and

two-perscn units).

Note that this notice does not provide definitions of such terms as "income" or "family."” This is because there is
considerable variation in how different programs that use the guidelines define these terms, traceable to the different
laws and regulations that govern the various programs. Therefore, questions about how a particular program applies the
poverty guidelines (e.g., Is income before or after taxes? Should a particular type of income be counted? Should a par-
ticular person be counted in the family or household unit?) should be directed io the organization that administers the

program.
Dated: January 18, 2006.

Michael O. Leavitt,
Secretary of Health and Human Services.

[FR Daoc. 06-624 Filed 1-20-06; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4151-05-P




United States and States - R1701. Percent of People Below Poverty Level

UJ.S. Census Bureau

American FactFindet .

NOTE. Data are limited to the household population and exclude the population fiving in institutions, coilege

va

United States and States
R1701. Percent of People Below Poverty Level in the Past 12 Months (For Whom
Poverty Status is Determined): 2004
Universe: Population for whom poverty status is determined
Data Setf: 2004 American Community Survey

dormitaries, and other group quarters. For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error,

nonsampling error, and definitions, see Survey Mathodology.

‘ Rank (41 State Percent Lower Bound: Upper Bound
f 1 Mississippi 218 20.5: 22.7
2+ Louisiana 19.4 18.4 20.4

3: New Mexico 18.3 17.7¢ 20.9:

"41 District of Columbia 18.9 17.2 20.6

5i Arkansas 17.9 16.6 19.2

5: Wast Virginia 17.9 16.6 18.2

7 Kentucky 17.4 181 18.7

8 Texas 16.6 16.1 17.1

9: Alabama 16.1 15.3 16.9

10: South Carofina 15.7 14.4 17.0

11. Oklahoma 15,3 14.0: 16.6

12 North Carolina 15.2 14.0 16.4

13: Georgia 14.8 14.1 15.5

14: ldaho 14.5 13.2 15.8

14: Tennessee 14.5 134 15.6

18! Arizona 14,2 13.1 15.3

16; Montana 14.2 13.3 15.1
161 New Yurk 14.2 13.7! 147
19! Oregon 14.1 13,1 151

20, California 13.3 12.9: 13.7:
United States ] 13.1 12.9 13.3

21: Washington 13.1 12.1 4.1

22} Rhode Island 12.8 11.8 13.8

23; Nevada 12.6 11.1 14.1

24: Dhio 12.5 11.7 13.3

25! Maine 12.3 11.2 13.4

25: Michigan 12.3 11.6 13.0

27: Florida 12.2 11.7 12.7

28! North Dakota 12.1 10.4 13.8

29: lllinois 11,8 11.2 12.6

30: Missouri 11.8 10.6 13.0

31i Pennsylvania 11.7 11.2 12.2

32: Colorado 11.1 88 124

33! Nebraska 11.0 10.3 11.7

33: South Dakota 11.0 9.5: 2s

35! Utah 10.9 96 12.2

: 36: Indiana 10.8 9.7 11.9;
37 Wisconsin 10.7 9.8 11.6}

38! Hawail 10.6 8.3 12.9
i .39 Kansas 10.5 9.9 11.1
i 40: YWyoming 10.3 9.6 11.0
: 41: Delaware 9.9 9.0 108
41: lowa 9.9 93 105
; 43: Virginia 9.5 8.6 10.4;
44: Massachusets _ 9.2 8.7 :

Page 1 of 2
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United States and States - R1701. Percent of People Below Poverty Level Page 2 of 2

Rank:4: State § E Percent| Lower Bound Upper Bound_
45! Vermont 9.0 8.1: 9.9:
. 48 Maryland 8.8 8.1: 9.5:
47 New Jersey 8.5 7.9 9.1
48: Minnesota 8.3 7.5: 9.1
49 Alaska 8.2 74 8.0
50: Connecticut 7.6 6.9: 8.3!
50; New Hampshire 7.6: 6.8 8.4

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2004 American Community Survey

Data are based on a sample and are subject to sampling variabitity. The degree of uncertainty for an estimate arising from sampling
variability is represented through the use of a confidence interval. The interval shown here is a 90 percent confidence interval. The stated
range can be interpreted roughly as providing a 90 percent probability that the interval definad by the lower and upper bounds contains the
true value. In addition to sampling variability, the ACS estimates are subject to nonsampling error (for a discussion of nonsampling
variability, see Accuracy of the Data). The effect of nonsampiing error is not represented in these tables.

Explanation of Symbois:
1. An ™ entry in the lower and upper bound columns Indicates that too few sample chservations were availabie to compute a standard

error and thus the lower and upper bounds. A statistical test is not appropriate.
2. An ™" entry in ihe lower and upper bound columns indicates that no sample chservations were available to compute a standard error

and thus the lower and upper bounds. A statistical test is not appropriate.

3. An'-' entry in the estimate column indicates that no sample observations were available to compute an esfimate,

4. An - following a median estimate means the median fails in the lowest intervai of an cpen-ended distribution.

5. An ¥ following a median estimate means the median falis in the upper interval of an open-ended distribution.

6. An ™™ antry in the lower and upper beund columns indicates that the median fails in the lowest inferval or upper interval of an open-
ended distribution. A statistical test is not appropriate.

7. An ™™™ antry in the lower and upper bound columns indicates that the esiimate is controlled. A statistical test is not appropriate.

8. An 'N' entry in the estimate, lower bound, and upper bound columns indicates that data for this geographic area cannot be displayed

hecause the number of sample cases is too small.

http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/GRTTable? bm=v&- hox head nhr=R1701&-ds na 10/13/9005




United States and States - R1702. Percent of Related Children Below Poverty Level Page 1 of 2

U.S. Census B&reau .

United States and States

R1702. Percent of Related Children Under 18 Years Below Poverty Level in the Past
12 Months: 2004

Universe: Related children under 18 years

Data Set; 2004 American Community Survey

NQTE. Data are fimied to the househoid population and exclude the popuiaticn living in inslitutions, college
dormitories, and other group guarters. For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error,
nonsampling error, and definitions, see Survey Methodology.

' Rank a‘}_ State F§ Percent Lower Bound: Upper Bound
1 District of Columbia 33,7 29.2: 38.2!
2! Mississippi 30.8 28.7: 329
3’ Louisiana 20.5: 273 3171
4. New Mexico 27.0 242 208
5! Arkansas 25.3 228 28.0:
B Kentucky 246 ' 221 27.1;
7! West Virginia 240 20.7 27.3
8: Alabama 23.2 21,6 24.8
9; Texas 22.6 216 23.6
10: South Carolina 225 20.2 248
11: North Carolina 21.5 18.3 237
12! Georgia 20.9 19.6 22.2)
13; Rhode Island 20.7 18.1 23.3
14; Tennegsee 206 183 22.9
15 Cldahoma 20.5 18.0 23.0
18: New York 20.3 194; 21.2
171 Arizona . 19.6 17.7 21.5
18, ldaho - . : 19.1 16.6 21.6
19: Montana 18.7 16.9 20.5
20; California 18.5 17T 19.3
iT 2Ci Nevada . 18.5 15.0 22.0
?7 22 Oregon - : 18.3 16.3 20.3
i _ United States 8.1 17.8 _ 18.4
23/ Chio 18.0 164 196
24: Florida 17.2 16.1 18.3
24: Michigan 17.2 15.8 18.6
261 Washington 16.9 155 ' 18.3
27: Maine 16.7 14.1 19.3
28: lilinois 16.5! ° 15.3 17.7
28! Pennsylvania N 16.5 154 17.6
30: Missouri 15.8 13.7 17.9
311 North Dakota 14.8 11.3 18.3
32: South Dakota - 145 11.8 17.2
33| Indiana 14.4 12.5 16.3
34: Colerado 14.2 11.6 18.8
35: Delaware 13.8 11.3 - 15.9
35; Hawaii 136 10.2 17.0
: 35! Wisconsin 13.6 12.4 14,8
35: Wyoming 13.86 o 12.1 15.1
39, Utah ) 13.1 111 15.1;
40: Nebragka 12.7 11 4 14.0
41: Virginia 12.6 11.1 14.1
42° Massachusetts 12.21 11.0: 13.4
43 lowa : 121! 10.7 13.5
A4 New Jersey 117 105 12.8

We=5
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United States and States - R1702. Percent of Related Children Below Poverty Level Page 2 of 2

Percent; Lower Bound: Upper Bound

" _ 11.6 ' 101}
45! Maryland 7 11.0 9.7 12.3;
47: Vermont 10.9 9.0 12.8
48 Alaska 10.4 75! 133
44 Minnesota : 10.2 8.4 120
50: Connecticut 10.1 8.5 11.7
51i New Hampshire 9.4: 7.4 11.4

Source: .S, Census Bureau, 2004 American Community Survey

Data are hased on a sample and are subject to sampling variability. The degree of uncertainty for an estimate arising from sampling
variability is represented through the use of a confidence interval. The interval shown here is 8 90 percent confidence interval. The stated
range can be interpreted roughly as providing & 90 percent probability that the interval defined by the lower and upper bounds contains the
true value. In addition to sampling variability, the ACS estimates are subject to nonsampling error (for a discussion of nonsampling
variability, see Accuracy of the Data). The effect of nonsampling error is riot represented in these tables.

Explanation of Symbols:
1. An ™ entry in the lower and upper bound columns indicates that too few sample observations were available to compute a standard

arror and thus the lower and upper bounds. A statistical test is not appropriate.
2. An "* entry in the lower and upper bound columns indicates that no sampie observations were availabie to compute a standard error

and thus the lower and upper bounds. A statistical test is not appropriate.

3. An ' entry in the estimate column indicates that no sample observations were available to compuie an estimaie.

4. An - following a median estimate means the median fafls in the lowest inferval of an open-ended distribution.

5. An '+ following a median estimate means the median falls in the upper intervaf of an open-ended distribution.

&. An "** antry in the lower and upper bound columns indicates that the median falls in the lowest interval or upper interval of an open-
ended distribution. A statistical test is not appropriate.

7. An " antry in the lower and upper bound columns indicates that the estimate is controlled. A stafistical test is not appropriate.

8. An'N' entry in the estimate, lower bound, and upper bound cofumns indicates that data for this gecgraphic area cannot be displayed

because the number of sample cases is too small.

hitp://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/GRTTable? bm=y&- box head nbr=R1702&-ds na... 10/13/2005
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Plight of the impoverished; [All Edition]

The Providence Journal. Providence, R.1.: Sep 26, 2005. pg. A.186

Abstract (Document Summary)

Of course, poverty figures have critics on all sides. Conservatives complain that they leave important forms
of wealth, such as employee and public benefits, unmeasured. Liberals, for their part, argue that the poverty
line is unrealistically low, and ignores the true cost of living. However valid the criticisms, though, it is

nevertheless disturbing to see the numbers increasing.
Of special concern is the number of children in poverty -- about a third of the overall total. In Rhode Island,

their plight has taken on new urgency. In 2003, 16.7 percent of Rhode Island's youngsters were living in
poverty. But last year the rate [eaped to 21 percent, bounding past the national child-poverty rate of 18.4

percent.

Full Text (372 words) ‘
Copyright Providence Journal/Evening Bulletin Sep 26, 2005

The most desperate of the Gulf hurricane victims have tended ta be the poor. Images of the lost and
stranded have pointed beyond the natural disaster itself to the largely hidden struggle that is the lot of so

many low-income Americans.
Last month, the Census Bureau released 2004 data showing 1.1 million more Americans in poverty

compared to the year before. That brought the total of impoverished Americans to 37 miltion -- the fourth
straight year in which the numbers had increased. (What would be the impact of immigration on those

numbers?)

Of course, poverty figures have critics on all sides. Conservatives complain that they leave important forms
of wealth, such as employee and public benefits, unmeasured. Liberals, for their part, argue that the
poverty line is unrealistically low, and ignores the true cost of living. However valid the criticisms, though, it

is nevertheless disturbing to see the numbers increasing.
Of special concern is the number of children in poverty -- about a third of the overali total. In Rhode Island,

their plight has taken on new urgency. In 2003, 16.7 percent of Rhode Island's youngsters were tiving in
poverty. But last year the rate leaped to 21 percent, pounding past the national child-poverty rate of 18.4

percent.

Rhode Island does a fairly good job of providing health care for these youngsters, especially in comparison
with other states. But these numbers mean that the state is looking at significant investments, especially in

education, if it hopes to keep its economy on a sound footing.

With the images of hurricane-stricken areas fresh in our minds, now is a good time to consider ways of
helping a broad spactrum of working families. After all, although the economy grew in 2004, median
household income remained flat, at about $44,000. Productivity is up, put the gains have been plowed

largely into profits, rather than wages.

One example: Instead of continuing its push for tax breaks benefiting the well-off (repeal of the estate tax,
for instance), Congress might consider lifting the minimum wage, which remains at $5.15 an hour.

Putting Katrina and Rita's displaced workers back on the job is crucial to weathering the disasters. But
recognizing that so many had already been struggling is equally crucial.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction or distribution is prohibited without

permission.
Section: Editorial

Text Word Count 372
Bocument URL:
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United States and States - R2001. Median Household Income

U.S..Census Bureau =

American FactFinder .

United States and States
R2001. Median Household Income (in 2004 inflation-adjusted Dollars): 2004

Universe: Households
Data Set: 2004 American Community Survey

NOTE. Data are limited to the household population and exclude the population living in institutions, college
dormitories, and other group quarters. For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error,
nonsampling error, and definitions, see Survey Methodology.

i Rank {41/ State i Median Lower Bound Upper Bound
: 1iNewlJersey 61,350 60,319 52,399
21 Connecticut 60,528 59,402 61,654

3% Maryland B7,424 55,674 59,174

4: Alaska 57,027 54,372 56,682

5 Massachusetts 55,658 54,813 56,503

61 New Hampshire 55,580 54 414 56,746

7: Hawaii 53,554 50,159 56,949

8: Virginia 51,689 50,315 53,063

9i California 51,185 50,732 51,638

10; Minnesota 50,860 50,125 51,595

11! Delaware 50,315 48,925 51,705

12; lllinols 48,953 47,844 50,062

13! Rhode Island 48,722 47,249 50,195

14: Colorado 48,198 45 432 50,964

15; Washington 47 659 45574 49,744

16: New York 47,348 46,601 48,097

17 Utah | 47074 45627 48521

18! District of Coiumbia 46,574 45 371 A7 77T

‘ 19: Vermont 46,543 45,259 47,827
20: Wisconsin 45315 43,512 47,118

21: Michigan 44 905 44 240 45 570
United States 44,684 44 470 "~ 44 898

22: Nevada 44 646 42 935 46,357

231 Wyoming : 44,275 42,581 45,989

24: Georgia 43,037 42,353 43,721

25! Pennsylvania 42941 42 335 43 547

26: Qhio 42 240 41,139 43,341

27; Indiana 42 195 41,405 42,985

28 Maine 42163 41,056 43,270

29; Arizona 41,895 41,248 42 742

30: Oregon 41,794 40,761 42,827

31] Texas 41,755 41,268 42,250

32! Nebraska 41,657 41,016 42,298

33i Kansas ' 41,638 40,873 42,403

34! Missouri 41,473 40,455 42 481

35i lowa 41,350 40,398 42,302

36: Florida 41,238 40,674 41,798

37: Idaho 39,834 37,915 41,953

38! South Carolina 35,837 38,176 41,498

39: North Dakota 39,447 38,235 40,659

40: North Carolina 39,428 37,655 41,201

i 41 Tennessee 38,794 37,626 39,962
42 South Dakota ' 38,472 37,068 38,875

43! Alabama 36,709 35,542 37,878

i 44 New Mexico 36,043 33,903: - 38,183:
45: Qklahoma 35,357 34 665: 36,049

Page 1 of 2
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United States and States - R2001. Median Household Income Page 2 of 2

State 0§ Median: Lower Bound: Upper Bound

Rank{_é

: 467 Kentucky ) 35,269 34,213i 36,325!

47} Montana 35,239 33613 36,865

48 Louisiana 35,110 34,243: 35,977
49: Arkansas 32,983 32,213: 33,753
50; Mississippi 31,642 30,6681 32616
51: West Virginia 31,504 25,846, 33,162

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2004 American Community Survey

Data are based on a sample and are subject to sampling variability. The degree of uncertainty for an estimate arising from sampling
variability is represented through the use of a confidence interval. The interval shown here is a 90 percent confidence interval. The stated
range can be interpreted roughly as providing a 90 percent probability that the interval defined by the lower and upper bounds contains the
true value. In addition te sampling variability, the ACS estimates are subject to nensampling error (for & discussion of nonsampiing
variability, see Accuracy of the Data). The effect of nonsampling error is not represented in these tables.

Explanation of Symbols:
1. An "™ entry in the lower and upper bound columns indicates that too few sample observations were available to compute a standard

error and thus the lower and upper bounds. A statistical test is not appropriate.
2. An ™ entry in the lower and upper bound columns indicates that no sample observations were available to compute a standard error

and thus the lower and upper bounds. A statistical test is not appropriate.

3. An ' entry in the estimate column indicatas that no sample observations were available to compute an estimate.

4. An - foilowing a median estimate means the median falls in the lowest interval of an open-ended distribution.

5. An '+' following a median estimate means the median falls in the upper interval of an open-ended distribution.

6. An " entry in the lower and upper bound columns indicates that the median falls in the lowest interval ar upper intervat of an open-
ended distribuiion. A statistical test is not appropriate.

7. An "= entry in the lower and upper bound columns indicates that the esiimate is contralled. A statistical test is not appropriate.

8. An’'N' entry in the estimate, lower bound, and upper bound columns indicates that data for this geographic area cannot be displayed

because the number of sample cases is too small,

http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/GRTTable? bm=v&- hox head nhr=R2(01&-ds na 10132005




